
Family Creation for  

LGBT Military Couples  
 

Facilitator: 

Dr. Lori Hensic  

Director of  Educational Affairs 

The American Military Partner Association 

lori@militarypartners.org  

© 2014, The American Military Partner Association 



Disclaimer  
 

Please note that the information presented here is 

not all encompassing or an exhaustive list of  

options available. It is for informational purposes 

only and should not be construed as medical 

and/or legal advice. Please contact your medical 

provider, medical insurance, lawyer, and/or the 

organization with which you intend to pursue 

family creation for more information on how 

these options apply to you specifically. 
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Voluntary Infant 
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LGBT Military Families 
& Voluntary Infant Adoption 

Presenter: 

Ann Wrixon, MSW, MBA  
Executive Director,  Independent Adoption Center 

awrixon@adoptionhelp.org 

1.800.877.OPEN (6736)       adoptionhelp.org        

iheartadoption.org 



ÅFounded in 1982 to facilitate open infant adoption 

ÅCounseling-based agency 

ÅHas never had any discriminatory policies 

ÅHas been doing LGBT adoptions for 31 years 

 

 

Independent Adoption Center  



2013: 188 Placements  

30% (56/188) with LGBT families 

 
 

Licensed in: 

Å California   Å Texas   Å New York   Å Florida 
 

ÅIndiana Å North Carolina   Å Georgia   ÅConnecticut 

Independent Adoption Center  
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Open Adoption is the Norm 

ÅSignificant research shows open adoption has the                

best outcomes for: 

ïAdoptees 

ïBirthparents 

ïAdoptive parents 

 

ÅSee: http://www.adoptionhelp.org/open-adoption/research 



The following statements are MYTHS 

LGBT Families Do NOT have Longer Waits: 

ñLGBT families have a 

longer waiting period 

than heterosexual 

families.ò 

ñThe longer wait is 

due to birthparent 

bias.ò 

Average Wait time to Placement: 15 Months 
 



Agency Policy Matters 

ÅAgencies should: 

ïNOT ask potential birthparents if they are open to LGBT or           

ñnon-traditionalò families 

ïIntegrate LGBT families into all marketing materials 

ïIntegrate LGBT cultural competency into all staff training 

ïEarn Human Rights Campaign Seal for Best Practices 


